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One may well ponder over the significance of this conversation. The 
Emperor and his Chief of the General Staff may have wished to impress 
the King of the Belgians and induce him not to make any opposition in 
the event of a conflict between us. Perhaps Germany would be glad to 
see Belgium less hostile to certain aspirations lately manifested here 
with regard to the Belgian Congo, but this last hypothesis does not 
seem to me to fit in with the interposition of General von Moltke. 

For the rest, the Emperor William is less master of his impatience 
than is usually supposed. I have known him more than once to allow 
his real thoughts escape him. Whatever may have been the object of 
the conversation related to me, the revelation is none the less of extreme 
gravity. It tallies with the precariousness of the general situation and 
with the state of a certain shade of public opinion in France and Ger- 
many. 

If I may be allowed to draw a conclusion, I would submit that it 
would be well to take account of this new factor, namely, that the Em- 
peror is becoming used to an order of ideas which were formerly re- 
pugnant to him, and that, to borrow from him a phrase which he likes 
to use, "we must keep our powder dry." 

Jules Cambon. 



CHAPTER II 

PRELIMINARIES 



From the death of the Hereditary Archduke (June 28, 1914) to the 
presentation of the Austrian note to Servia (July 23, 1914) 

No. 7. 

M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Rent Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, June 28, 1914. 
News has just arrived at Vienna that the Hereditary Archduke of 
Austria and his wife have been to-day assassinated at Serajevo by a 
student belonging to Grahovo. Some moments before the attack to 
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which they fell a victim, they had escaped the explosion of a bomb 
which wounded several officers of their suite. 

The Emperor, who is now at Ischl, was immediately informed by 
telegraph. 

Dumaine. 



No. 8. 



M . Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Rent Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 2, 1914. 
The crime of Serajevo arouses the most acute resentment in Austrian 
military circles, and among all those who are not content to allow Servia 
to maintain in the Balkans the position which she has acquired. 

The investigation into the origin of the crime which it is desired to 
exact from the Government at Belgrade under conditions intolerable to 
their dignity would, in case of a refusal, furnish grounds of complaint 
which would admit of resort to military measures. 

Dumaine. 



No. 9. 



M . de Manneville, French Charge' d' Affaires at Berlin, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July 4, 1914- 
The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday, 
and has to-day repeated to the Russian Ambassador, that he hoped 
Servia would satisfy the demands which Austria might have to make to 
her with regard to the investigation and the prosecution of the accom- 
plices in the crime of Serajevo. He added that he was confident that 
this would be the case because Servia, if she acted in any other way, 
would have the opinion of the whole civilized world against her. 

The German Government do not then appear to share the anxiety 
which is shown by a part of the German press as to possible tension in 
the relations between the Governments of Vienna and Belgrade, or at 
least they do not wish to seem to do so. 

De Manneville. 
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No. 10. 

M . PaUologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Peteesburgh, July 6, 1914. 

In the course of an interview which he had asked for with the Austro- 
Hungarian Charge d' Affaires, M. Sazonof pointed out in a friendly way 
the disquieting irritation which the attacks of the Austrian press against 
Servia are in danger of producing in his country. 

Count Czernin having given him to understand that the Austro- 
Hungarian Government would perhaps be compelled to search for the 
instigators of the crime of Serajevo on Servian territory, M. Sazonof in- 
terrupted him: "No country," he said, "has had to suffer more than 
Russia from crimes prepared on foreign territory. Have we ever claimed 
to employ in any country whatsoever the procedure with which your 
papers threaten Servia? Do not embark on such a course." 

May this warning not be in vain. 

Paleologue. 



No. 11. 



M. d'Apchier le Maugin, French Consul-General at Budapest, to M. Renk, 
Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Budapest, July 11, 1914. 

Questioned in the Chamber on the state of the Austro-Servian ques- 
tion M. Tisza explained that before everything else it was necessary to 
wait for the result of the judicial inquiry, as to which he refused at the 
moment to make any disclosure whatsoever. And the Chamber has 
given its full approval to this. He also showed himself equally discreet 
as to the decisions taken at the meeting of Ministers at Vienna, and did 
not give any indication whether the project of a d-marche at Belgrade, 
with which all the papers of both hemispheres are full, would be followed 
up. The Chamber assented without hesitation. 

With regard to this d-marche it seems that the word has been given 
to minimize its significance; the anger of the Hungarians has, as it were, 
evaporated through the virulent articles of the press, which is now un- 
animous in advising against this step, which might be dangerous. The 
semi-official press especially would desire that for the word "d-marche," 
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with its appearance of a threat, there should be substituted the expres- 
sion "pourparlers," which appears to them more friendly and more 
courteous. Thus, officially, for the moment all is for peace. 

All is for peace, in the press. But the general public here believes in 
war and fears it. Moreover, persons in whom I have every reason to 
have confidence have assured me that they knew that every day cannon 
and ammunition were being sent in large quantities towards the frontier. 
Whether true or not this rumor has been brought to me from various 
quarters with details which agree with one another; at least it indicates 
what are the thoughts with which people are generally occupied. The 
government, whether it is sincerely desirous of peace, or whether it is 
preparing a coup, is now doing all that it can to allay these anxieties. 
This is why the tone of the government newspapers has been lowered, 
first by one note, then by two, so that it is at the present moment almost 
optimistic. But they had themselves spread the alarm as it suited them 
(d plaisir). Their optimism to order is in fact without an echo; the 
nervousness of the bourse, a barometer which cannot be neglected, is a 
sure proof of this; without exception stocks have fallen to an unaccount- 
ably low level; the Hungarian 4 per cents, were quoted yesterday at 
79.95, a rate which has never been quoted since they were first issued. 

D'Apchier le Maugin. 



No. 12. 



M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Rent Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 15, 1914. 
Certain organs of the Vienna press, discussing the military organiza- 
tion of France and of Russia, represent these two countries as incapable 
of holding their own in European affairs; this would ensure to the Dual 
Monarchy, supported by Germany, appreciable facilities for subjecting 
Servia to any treatment which it might be pleased to impose. The 
Militarische Rundschau frankly admits it. "The moment is still favor- 
able to us. If we do not decide for war, that war in which we shall have 
to engage at the latest in two or three years will be begun in far less 
propitious circumstances. At this moment the initiative rests with us: 
Russia is not ready, moral factors and right are on our side, as well as 
might. Since we shall have to accept the contest some day, let us pro- 
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voke it at once. Our prestige, our position as a great Power, our honor, 
are in question; and yet more, for it would seem that our very existence 
is concerned— to be or not to be — which is in truth the great matter to- 
day." 

Surpassing itself, the Neue Freie Presse of to-day reproaches Count 
Tisza for the moderation of his second speech, in which he said, " Our 
relations with Servia require, however, to be made clear." These words 
rouse its indignation. For it, tranquillity and security can result only 
from a war to the knife against Pan-Servism, and it is in the name of 
humanity that it demands the extermination of the cursed Servian 
race. Dumaine. 



No. 13. 



M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Rent Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 19, 1914. 

The chancellor of the consulate, who has sent me his half-yearly report, 
in which he sums up the various economic facts which have been the 
subject of his study since the beginning of the year, has added a section 
containing political information emanating from a trustworthy source. 

I asked him briefly to sum up the information which he has obtained 
regarding the impending presentation of the Austrian note to Servia, 
which the papers have for some days been persistently announcing. 

You will find the text of this memorandum interesting on account of 
the accurate information which it contains. 

Dumaine. 



No. 14. 

Memorandum 

(Extract from a consular report on the economic and political situation 

in Austria) 

Vienna, July 20, 1914. 
From information furnished by a person specially well informed as to 
official news, it appears that the French Government would be wrong 
to have confidence in disseminators of optimism; much will be demanded 
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of Servia; she will be required to dissolve several propagandist societies, 
she will be summoned to repress nationalism, to guard the frontier in 
co-operation with Austrian officials, to keep strict control over anti- 
Austrian tendencies in the schools; and it is a very difficult matter for a 
government to consent to become in this way a policeman for a foreign 
government. They foresee the subterfuges by which Servia will doubt- 
less wish to avoid giving a clear and direct reply; that is why a short 
interval will perhaps be fixed for her to declare whether she accepts or 
not. The tenor of the note and its imperious tone almost certainly 
ensure that Belgrade will refuse. Then military operations will begin. 
There is here, and equally at Berlin, a party which accepts the idea 
of a conflict of widespread dimensions, in other words, a conflagration. 
The leading idea is probably that it would be necessary to start before 
Russia has completed the great improvements of her army and railways, 
and before France has brought her military organization to perfection. 
But on this point there is no unanimity in high circles; Count Berchtold 
and the diplomatists desire at the most localized operations against 
Servia. But everything must be regarded as possible. A singular fact is 
pointed out: generally the official telegraph agency, in its summaries and 
reviews of the foreign press, pays attention only to semi-official news- 
papers and to the most important organs; it omits all quotation from and 
all mention of the others. This is a rule and a tradition. Now, for the 
last ten days, the official agency has furnished daily to the Austro- 
Hungarian press a complete review of the whole Servian press, giving a 
prominent place to the least known, the smallest, and most insignificant 
papers, which, just on account of their obscurity, employ language freer, 
bolder, more aggressive, and often insulting. This work of the official 
agency has obviously for its aim the excitement of public feeling and 
the creation of opinion favorable to war. The fact is significant. 



No. 15. 



M. Jules Canibon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July 21, 1914. 
It has come to my knowledge that the Servian representative at 
Berlin declared, at the Wilhelmstrasse, yesterday, that his government 
was ready to entertain Austria's requirements arising out of the outrage 
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at Serajevo, provided that she asked only for judicial co-operation in 
the punishment and prevention of political crimes, but that he was 
charged to warn the German Government that it would be dangerous 
to attempt, through that investigation, to lower the prestige of Servia. 

In confidence I may also inform your excellency that the Russian 
Charge' d' Affaires at the diplomatic audience to-day mentioned this sub- 
ject to Herr von Jagow. He said that he supposed the German Govern- 
ment now had full knowledge of the note prepared by Austria, and were 
therefore willing to give the assurance that the Austro-Servian diffi- 
culties would be localized. The Secretary of State protested that he 
was in complete ignorance of the contents of that note, and expressed 
himself in the same way to me. I could not help showing my astonish- 
ment at a statement which agreed so little with what circumstances 
lead one to expect. 

I have also been assured that, from now on, the preliminary notices 
for mobilization, the object of which is to place Germany in a kind of 
"attention" attitude in times of tension, have been sent out here to 
those classes which would receive them in similar circumstances. That 
is a measure to which the Germans, constituted as they are, can have 
recourse without indiscretion and without exciting the people. It is not 
a sensational measure, and is not necessarily followed by full mobiliza- 
tion, as we have already seen, but it is none the less significant. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 16. 



M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to London, 
St. Petersburgh, Vienna, Rome 

Paris, July 21, 1914. 

I specially draw your attention to information of which I am in re- 
ceipt from Berlin; the French Ambassador notifies the extreme weakness 
of the Berlin bourse yesterday, and attributes it to the anxiety which 
has begun to be aroused by the Servian question. 

M. Jules Cambon has very grave reason for believing that when 
Austria makes the d-marche at Belgrade which she judges necessary in 
consequence of the crime of Serajevo, Germany will support her with 
her authority, without seeking to play the part of mediator. 

Bienvenu-Martin. 
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No. 17. 

M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the French 
Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Vienna, Rome 

Paeis, July 22, 1914. 

M. Jules Cambon having questioned Herr von Jagow on the tenor of 
the Austrian note at Belgrade, the latter replied that he knew nothing 
of the text; our ambassador expressed his great astonishment at this. 
He emphasizes that the weakness of the Berlin bourse continues, and 
that pessimistic rumors are current. 

M. Barrere also discussed the same question with the Marquis di 
San Giuliano, who appears disturbed by it, and gives the assurance that 
he is working at Vienna in order that Servia may not be asked for any- 
thing beyond what is practicable, for instance, the dissolution of the 
Bosnian Club, and not a judicial inquiry into the causes of the crime 
of Serajevo. 

In present circumstances, the most favorable presumption one can 
make is that the Cabinet at Vienna, finding itself carried away by the 
press and the military party, is trying to obtain the maximum from 
Servia by starting to intimidate her, directly and indirectly, and looks 
to Germany for support in this. 

I have asked the French Ambassador at Vienna to use all his influence 
with Count Berchtold and to represent to him, in a friendly conversa- 
tion, how much Europe would appreciate moderation on the part of the 
Austrian Government, and what consequences would be likely to be 
entailed by violent pressure on Servia. 

Bienvenu-Mabtin. 



No. 18. 



M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 22, 1914. 
Nothing is known as to the decision which Count Berchtold, who is 
prolonging his stay at Ischl, is trying to obtain from the Emperor. The 
intention of proceeding against Servia with the greatest severity, of 
having done with her, of "treating her like another Poland," is attributed 
to the government. Eight army corps are said to be ready to start on 
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the campaign, but M. Tisza, who is very disturbed about the excite- 
ment in Croatia, is said to have intervened actively in order to exercise 
a moderating influence. 

In any case it is believed that the d-marche will be made at Belgrade 
this week. The requirements of the Austro-Hungarian Government 
with regard to the punishment of the outrage, and to guarantees of 
control and police supervision, seem to be acceptable to the dignity of 
the Servians; M. Jovanovich believes they will be accepted. M. Pash- 
itch wishes for a peaceful solution, but says that he is ready for a full 
resistance. He has confidence in the strength of the Servian army; 
besides, he counts on the union of all the Slavs in the Monarchy to 
paralyze the effort directed against his country. 

Unless people are absolutely blinded, it must be recognized here that 
a violent blow has every chance of being fatal both to the Austro- 
Hungarian army and to the cohesion of the nationalities governed by 
the Emperor, which has already been so much compromised. 

Herr von Tschirscky, the German Ambassador, is showing himself a 
supporter of violent measures, while at the same time he is willing to 
let it be understood that the Imperial Chancery would not be in entire 
agreement with him on this point. The Russian Ambassador, who left 
yesterday for the country in consequence of reassuring explanations 
made to him at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, has confided to me that 
his government will not raise any objection to steps directed towards 
the punishment of the guilty and the dissolution of the societies which 
are notoriously revolutionary, but could not accept requirements which 
would humiliate Servian national feeling. 

Dumaine. 



No. 19. 



M . Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, July 22, 1914. 

Your excellency has been good enough to communicate to me the 
impressions which have been collected by our ambassador at Berlin 
with regard to the d-marche which the Austro-Hungarian Minister is 
proposing to make at Belgrade. 

These impressions have been confirmed by a conversation which I 
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had yesterday with the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Sir Ed- 
ward Grey told me that he had seen the German Ambassador, who 
stated to him that at Berlin a d-marche of the Austro-Hungarian Govern- 
ment to the Servian Government was expected. Prince Lichnowsky 
assured him that the German Government were endeavoring to hold 
back and moderate the Cabinet of Vienna, but that up to the present 
time they had not been successful in this, and that he was not without 
anxiety as to the results of a d-marche of this kind. Sir Edward Grey 
answered Prince Lichnowsky that he would like to believe that, before 
intervening at Belgrade, the Austro-Hungarian Government had fully 
informed themselves as to the circumstances of the conspiracy to which 
the Hereditary Archduke and the Duchess of Hohenburg had fallen 
victims, and had assured themselves that the Servian Government had 
been cognizant of it and had not done all that lay in their power to pre- 
vent the consequences. For if it could not be proved that the Servian 
Government were responsible and implicated to a certain degree, the 
intervention of Austria-Hungary would not be justified and would 
arouse against them the opinion of Europe. 

The communications of Prince Lichnowsky had left Sir Edward Grey 
with an impression of anxiety which he did not conceal from me. The 
same impression was given me by the Italian Ambassador, who also 
fears the possibility of fresh tension in Austro-Servian relations. 

This morning the Servian Minister came to see me, and he shares the 
apprehensions of Sir Edward Grey. He fears that Austria may make 
of the Servian Government demands which their dignity, and above all 
the susceptibility of public opinion, will not allow them to accept with- 
out a protest. When I pointed out to him the quiet which appears to 
reign at Vienna, and to which all the ambassadors accredited to that 
court bear testimony, he answered that this official quiet was only ap- 
parent and concealed feelings which were most fundamentally hostile 
to Servia. But, he added, if these feelings take a public form (d-marche) 
which lacks the moderation that is desirable, it will be necessary to 
take account of Servian public opinion, which has been inflamed by the 
wrong methods which the Austrian Government have used in approach- 
ing that country, and which has been made less patient by the memory 
of two victorious wars which is still quite fresh. Notwithstanding the 
sacrifices which Servia has made for her recent victories she can still 
put 400,000 men in the field, and public opinion, which knows this, is 
not inclined to put up with any humiliation. 
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Sir Edward Grey, in an interview with the Austro-Hungarian Am- 
bassador, asked him to recommend his government not to depart from 
the prudence and moderation necessary for avoiding new complications, 
not to demand from Servia any measures to which she could not reason- 
ably submit, and not to allow themselves to be carried away too far. 

Paul Cambon. 



No. 20. 



M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to London, 
Berlin, St. Petersburgh, and Rome 

Paris, July 23, 1914. 

According to information collected by the French Ambassador at 
Vienna, the first intention of the Austro-Hungarian Government had 
been to proceed with the greatest severity against Servia, while keeping 
eight army corps ready to start operations. 

The disposition at this moment was more conciliatory; in answer to 
a question put to him by M. Dumaine, whom I instructed to call the 
attention of the Austro-Hungarian Government to the anxiety aroused 
in Europe, Baron Macchio stated to our ambassador that the tone of the 
Austrian note, and the demands which would be formulated in it, allow 
us to count on a peaceful result. In view of the customary procedure 
of the Imperial Chancery I do not know what confidence ought to be 
placed in these assurances. 

In any case the Austrian note will be presented in a very short space 
of time. The Servian Minister holds that as M. Pashitch wishes to 
come to an understanding, he will accept those demands which relate 
to the punishment of the outrage and to the guarantees for control and 
police supervision, but that he will resist everything which might affect 
the sovereignty and dignity of his country. 

In diplomatic circles at Vienna the German Ambassador is in favor 
of violent measures, while at the same time he confesses that the Im- 
perial Chancery is perhaps not entirely in agreement with him on this 
point; the Russian Ambassador, trusting to assurances which have been 
given him, has left Vienna, and before his departure confided to M. Du- 
maine that his government will not raise any objection to the punish- 
ment of the guilty and the dissolution of the revolutionary associations, 
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but that they could not accept requirements which were humiliating to 
the national sentiment of Servia. 

Bienvenu-Martin. 



No. 21. 



M. Allize", French Minister at Munich, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Paris 

Munich, July 23, 1914. 

The Bavarian press seems to believe that a peaceful solution of the 
Austro-Servian incident is not only possible but even probable; on the 
other hand official circles have for some time been assuming with more 
or less sincerity an air of real pessimism. 

In particular the President of the Council said to me to-day that the 
Austrian note the contents of which were known to him (dont il avait 
connaissance) was in his opinion drawn up in terms which could be 
accepted by Servia, but that none the less the existing situation ap- 
peared to him to be very serious. 



CHAPTER III 

THE AUSTRIAN NOTE AND THE SERVIAN REPLY 

(From Friday, July 24, to Saturday, July 25.) 
No. 22. 

M . Rent Viviani, President of the Council, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

I should be obliged if you would urgently send on to M. Dumaine 
the following information and instructions. 

Reval, July 24, 1914, 1 a- m. 

In the course of my conversation with the Russian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs we had to take into consideration the dangers which 

might result from any step taken by Austria-Hungary in relation to 

Servia in connection with the crime of which the Hereditary Archduke 



